nciency in philosophy involves less attention to literary art. And in philosophy it is quite time we recognised how dependent he is on his predecessors. In so far as these early works are concerned, he is simply a Neo-Platonist, without theurgic excesses, and haying in addition a Scriptural conception of the Incarnation and regeneration. The idea-world of Plato, the world of abstract and necessary truths, is the pivot of his speculations. It is no disparagement of Augustine to recognise this.
In the spring of 387 the group returned to Milan. Those who desired to be baptized at Easter had to send in their names at the beginning of Lent, when they began to count as competentes. In the course of Lent they were assiduously instructed in the Christian faith, and were examined from time to time on their knowledge and disposition. A passage in a later work of Augustine's seems to indicate that he was not exempted from these instructions and scrutinies ; indeed, we know that St. Ambrose was particularly conscientious in the discharge of this duty. Stille sterility, the 'plebeian language' had invaded the domain of culture. Both these defects are conspicuous in Augustine's writings. Villemain contrasts his Latin very unfavourably with 'the fine Romanencounter, it is sadly evident that the philosophic group formed an admiringed a Christian. admit these miracles until years afterwards.
